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SPRING 2014 
THE J 0 H N M U I R CENTER 
SPECIAL SYMPOSIUM EDITION 
WHAT HAS BEEN SAVED; WHAT HAS BEEN LOST: 
JOHN MUIR'S LEGACY 1 914-2014 
60TH CALIFORNIA HISTORY INSTITUTE 
UNIVERSITY OF THE PACIFIC, STOCKTON 
MARCH 21-22, 2014 
Please join us at University of the Pacific for the 60th California History Institute to cele-
brate the 100th anniversary of John Muir's 
death, the 150th anniversary of the Yosemite 
Grant, and the 50th anniversary of the 
Wilderness Act. 
March 20 Field Trip for John Muir Class and 
other Pacific students to Martinez to visit John 
Muir National Historic Site 
March 21 Field Trip to Coulterville (John 
Muir Geotourism Center), John Muir Highway, 
Groveland, Crane Flat, with lunch in Coulter-
ville at the historic Jeffery Hotel (a fee event) 
March 22 "What has been saved; what has 
been lost: John Muir's Legacy, 1914-2014"--An 
all-day symposium on campus in Grace Covell 
Hall. 9 AM to 4:30PM by registration only. 
Reception to following in the University Library. 
In the one hundred years since John Muir's 
death, we raise the question: what has been 
saved; what has been lost that can be directly 
associated with Muir's pioneering efforts in 




which led to estab-
lishment of many 






cially in North 
America. 
8:30 AM Registration in the lobby of Grace 
Covell Hall (coffee, tea and scones provided) 
9:00 Welcome; President Pamela Eibeck, 
University of the Pacific; 
9:15 John Muir's Connection with University 
of the Pacific. W. R. Swagerty, Director, 
Muir Center 
9:30 Terry Gifford, "Muir, Ruskin, Uncle 
Sam, Planet Earth: Gains and Losses" 
Terry Gifford is the author of Reconnecting With 
John Muir: Essays in Post-Pastoral Practice (2006) and 
editor of John Muir: The Eight Wilderness-Discovery 
Books ( 1992) and John Muir: His Life and Letters and 
Other Writings ( 1996). Also the author of Pastoral 
( 1999), Ted Hughes (2009) and Green Voices: Under-
standing Contemporary Nature Poetry (1995 , 2nd 
edition, 20 11), he has seven collections of poetry and 
has co-edited several books, most recently, with 
Teresa Gomez, Women in Transit Through Literary 
Liminal Spaces (2013) . Among his recent essays is 
"Ownership and access in the work of John Muir, 
John Buchan and Andrew Greig" (Green Letters 17:2). 
A pioneering British ecocritic, Terry Gifford is Visiting 
Scholar at Bath Spa University's Centre for Writing 
and Environment, UK, and Senior Research Fellow 
and Profesor Honorifico at the University of Alicante, 
Spain. 
10:30 Graham White, "John Muir: The Moral 
Imperative of Environmental Education" 
Graham White holds a first class honors degree in 
History of Ideas, Modern European Literature and 
Political Science as well as a Teaching Diploma in 
English and Liberal Studies. From 1998 onwards he 
(continued on next page) 
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was founding Director of the Edinburgh's Environment 
Center, which pioneered environmental education in 
Scotland from 1979 until 2001. In the 1980s he served 
on the Education Committee of the John Muir Trust in 
Scotland and in 1986, proposed that a John Muir 
Award should be established by the Trust in the UK 
as a national scheme for people of all ages; over 
150,000 people have now completed the Award in the 
UK. He is author/ editor of: The Scottish Environ-
mental Handbook; The Nature of Scotland - Landscape 
Wildlife and People; John Muir- Journeys in the Wilder-
ness; John Muir; From Scotland to the Sierra; Sacred 
Summits-John Muir's Greatest Climbs. As a beekeeper 
and conservationist, he has devoted much of the last 
eight years to campaigning against the global use of 
neonicotinoid pesticides, widely held to be responsible 
for the deaths of over ten million bee colonies in the 
United States, and for the deaths of uncountable mil-
lions of birds, amphibians and other pollinating 
insects. He was very involved in the campaign to get 
these neurotoxic pesticides banned in the twenty-
seven countries of the European Union, which came 
into effect in December 2013; they remain legal in the 
USA where they are used on over 200 million acres of 
corn, soybeans, canola, wheat, potatoes and fruit . 
11:45 Lunch Buffet (a fee event; see 
registration form) 
12:30 Keynote, Andrea Wulf, "Cosmos, 
Nature and the Web of Life. Alexander von 
Humboldt's influence on John Muir." 
Andrea Wulf was born India, moved to Germany as 
a child, and now lives in Britain. She is the author of 
several books. Her book "The Brother Gardeners. Bot-
any, Empire and the Birth of an Obsession" won the 
American Horticultural Society 2010 Book Award and 
was long-listed for the Samuel Johnson Prize 2008 , 
the most prestigious non-fiction award in the UK. The 
"Founding Gardeners. The Revolutionary Generation, 
Nature , and the Shaping of the American Nation" was 
published under great acclaim in spring 2011 and 
made it on the New York Times Best Seller List. 
Andrea has written for many newspapers including 
the Guardian, the LA Times and the New York Times. 
She was the Eccles British Library Writer in Residence 
2013 and a three-time fellow of the International Cen-
ter for Jefferson Studies at Monticello. She is also ap-
pears regularly NPR in the US , and on radio and TV 
programmes on the BBC in the UK. She currently 
working on a book called 'The Invention of Nature' 
about Alexander von Humboldt and his influence on 
scientists, thinkers and poets (published by Knopf in 
late 2015). 
1:30PM Ronald Eber, "The Eternal Battle -
The Wilderness Legacy of John Muir." 
Ronald Eber is Historian for the Oregon Chapter of 
the Sierra Club. He has held many Sierra Club 
positions including National Campus Coordinator in 
1971 and Chair and Wilderness Coordinator of the 
Oregon Chapter from 1980 -1985 . He has written two 
previous essays for this conference entitled "John Muir 
and the Pioneer Conservationists of the Pacific 
Northwest" and "Wealth and Beauty - John Muir and 
Forest Conservation" that were published in the 
conference proceedings. He currently lives near Port 
Gamble, Washington. 
2:20 Doug Scott, "John Muir: Blazing the Path 
Toward the 1964 Wilderness Act and 1980 
Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation 
Act." 
Doug Scott worked for forty years as a lobbyist and 
strategist persuading Congress to designate additional 
wilderness areas. He is proudest of his leadership role 
in the campaign for the historic Alaska National Interest 
lands Act of 1980. He is the author of The Enduring 
Wilderness: Preserving our Natural Heritage through the 
Wilderness Act (Fulcrum 2004) and Our Wilderness: 
America's Common Ground (Fulcrum 2009), and of Wild 
Thoughts, a collection of excerpts of great writing about 
nature, wilderness, and the people who love them 
(forthcoming) . 
3:00 Stephen Holmes, "Muir's Cultural Legacy: 
Science and Storytelling from 'The California 
Alps' to Climate Change Communication" 
Steven Pavlos Holmes, Ph.D., is a n independen t 
sch ola r of th e environmental humanities , with a specia l 
interest in the em otion a l, ethical, and spiritu a l dimen-
sion s of our interaction s with the n a tural world . He is 
the a uthor of The Young John Mu ir: A n Environmental 
B iography (winner of th e Modern Language Associa tion 's 
Prize for Independent Scholar s ) and of A H ealing 
Landscape: Environmental and Social History of Mass 
Audubon 's Boston Nature Center and most recently 
editor of Facing the Change: Personal Encounters with 
Global Warming (Torrey House Press, 2013). He has 
taught at Harvard University a nd a t the Ca mbridge 
(Ma ss.) Center for Adult Education. He lives with his 
pa rtner Ca rlen e Pavlos and their cat Millet in J a maica 
Pla in , Massachusetts. 
3:45-4:30 John Muir Class University of the 
Pacific. 
Six students chosen from the twenty-six in Pacific's 
University-level course focusing on "John Muir's World: 
the Origins of the Conservation Movement" will 
summarize their research project connecting Muir with 
legacy people and places. 
4:30-4:45 Wrap Up. 
5:00-6:00 PM. Reception, University Library 
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Registration Form 
60th Ga.Ufo['ni.ia History Institute University of' t :be Pacific 
'"W"ha.t RAe .lla.lle saved; what w~ haue lo·st;· 
John Muir's hgaey,. 1 !11./~2'tJil./:u' 
March 21-22 2014 
March 21 Fie.ilid T.ri~ to Coulmnrille and John Muir High ·a[iiwlith 
program ;at John Muir Geotourism Genter and lu.ru;h in 
Coul. tenr iiUe_ Bus tour. 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM; !3torer Chach leaves· 
UOP Sv.ri.m.m.i.~ Pool parking lot at 9:00 d retmns: D:Y· 5 PM. . 
Name . ilv.le aJ. preference: Vegetarian _ Vegan _ Carnivore: _ 
Cost 
Special Needs.: . 
March 22 Symposb.tm iu Gmee Covell Balli, UOP 
P re-regist~:atio u (per person) Cost $3'5;Jj)liJr 
$.2~5:.1iJ1iJ. St ud.ent r ,ate i(lligh :school or coUege) 
Includes co ft"eefrea/:seoue.s; luncheon lm:ffel; & reeeprtioiU. 
(Cost at the rdoror ror;after Marrch 18 will. be &, SOO for stlll!dent.s:)r 
Name Afliltiatiorn 
~----------------
Affilia • D .'-. ---------
Address: 
Contact: r(e mail please) ---------------------------
Total 
Please s ·end this form and a check in U.S. doUars to 
John Muir eeuter!WPe 99 
University of th·e PaeificiStockto CA 95211 
SICN L'P H)R THE ELECTRONIC 
VERSION BY CONT\CTINC: 
johnmuir@pacific.cdu 
T H E J 0 H N 
C E N T E R 
University of the Pacific 
3601 Pacific Avenue 
Stockton, California 95211 
MUIR 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
THE JOHN MUIR CENTER 
The John Muir Center promotes the 
study of John Muir and environmental-
ism at the University of the Pacific and 
beyond. 
Center Objectives 
As one of California's most important 
historical figures, John Muir (1838-
1914) was a regional naturalist with 
global impact. His papers, housed in 
the library's Holt-Atherton Special Col-
lections, are among the University's 
most important resources for scholarly 
research. 
Recognizing the need both to encour-
age greater utilization of the John Muir 
Papers by the scholarly community, 
and the need to promote the study of 
California and its impact upon the 
global community, the John Muir 
Center was established in 1989 with 
the following objectives: 
• To foster a closer academic rela-
tionship between Pacific and the 
larger community of scholars, 
students and citizens interested 
in regional and environmental 
studies. 
• To provide greater opportunities 
for research and publication by 
Pacific faculty and students. 
• To offer opportunities for out-of-
classroom learning experiences. 
• To promote multi-disciplinary 
curricular development. 
Phone: 209.946.2527 
Fax: 209.946.2318 
E-mail: wswagerty@pacific.edu 
